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THE NEW LOOK 

The Character Education Partnership 
(CEP) has announced Oxford High School 
Freshman Academy as a winner of the 
National Schools of Character Promising 
Practices award. Only 235 schools or 
districts from across the United States, 
Brazil, Mexico, and Singapore received 
this prestigious award. The Promising 
Practices program recognizes schools and 
districts that have developed specific, 
unique, and effective educational 
practices that promote character 
development.  
 

ñThese practices show what positive impact educators can have when they use high-
quality character education strategies to bring out the best in their students,ò stated CEP 
President and CEO Joe Mazzola. ñCEP congratulates these educators for helping todayôs 
students become tomorrowôs citizen leaders.ò  The winning practices include strong anti-
bullying programs, service-learning endeavors, academic practices targeting at-risk youth, 
activities encouraging care for the environment, and programs promoting parent and 
community involvement.   
 

The Character Education Partnership sponsors the annual program to showcase 
innovative best practices that are having an impact across the nation and abroad.  CEP 
encourages other educators to learn from and even replicate these successful initiatives. 
The recipients will be honored at the 18th National Forum on Character Education to be 
held in San Francisco, California. In addition, winning practices will be featured in the 
CEPôs annual National Schools of Character publication and on the CEP website.  

 

We are excited to spread the word about the success of the Freshman Academy and how 
they are successfully developing character education practices which will impact academic 
success and social responsibility.  

Academy wins National award  

Assistant Oxford High School Principal, Mr. 
Marty Livingston, proudly displays Character 

Promising Practices award.  



2  

 

  

 

 

 

 

The Oxford High School Marching Band received an invitation in March, 2011 to participate in the 
2012 Bowl Championship Series (BCS) National Championship game at the Superdome in New 
Orleans, Louisiana on January 9. They performed to a sold-out crowd at halftime of the LSU vs. 
Alabama nationally televised game.  Only a few bands from the across the country were 
extended this invitation.  Selection was based on the outstanding record of the OHS Band: 
performances at the FedEx Orange Bowl in Miami, Florida; St. Patrickôs Day Parade in New York 
City, New York; Percy Grainger Wind Band Festival in Chicago, Illinois; and numerous superior 
ratings at marching competitions.  The Oxford High School Symphonic Band has been also 
recognized for its seven Superior Ratings in state competitions over the past 12 years. Once the 
invitation was accepted, the band started fundraising and practicing for the trip. In November, 
the band had a week of band camp to revise the halftime show for the BCS trip. After band 
camp ended, they spent many weeks practicing after school, even in cold and rainy conditions. 
The band boosters spent countless hours helping to prepare props, food, and other necessities 
needed for the trip. The students participated in a field show competition, a performance at 
Jackson Square, and the BCS National Championship halftime show. The band was an instant 
attraction everywhere they went. The students represented Oxford with great pride, class, and 
character. This was an incredibly exciting and energizing trip the students will never forget!  

OHS BAND PEFORMS AT BCS   

  


