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CAN A BUTTERFLY, OR A YELLOW
JACKET, CHANGE THE WORLD?

That was the question posed by OCS Superintendent, Dr. Jeff Goodwin,
to an audience of over 500 employees at the OCS Institute, 2011.
AWhat does a butterfly have to do
Goodwin. The impact you as an educator have on a child might not be

.+ apparent, like a small bug or butterfly initially...nowever, small events or

actions can have great effect over a period of time. Remember...

EVERYTHING YOU DO MATTERS. EVERY
MOVE YOU MAKE, EVERY ACTION YOU
TAKE..MATTERS.

YOU HAVE BEEN CREATED IN ORDER THAT
YOU MIGHT MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
YOU HAVE WITHIN YOU THE POWER TO
CHANGE THE WORLD.
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What do most third and fourth grade students do at the beginning of each school day? Some
may socialize with friends, complete morning work, and even do morning jobs in their classroom.
At Oxford Elementary School there is a group of third and fourth graders who use their mornings
to help younger students. Breakfast Buddies is a peer tutoring program where third and fourth
grade students work with kindergarten and first grade students on letter name and sound fluency
as well as number recognition and order to 25 which are key concepts for the younger students.

Tutors were chosen by their classroom teachers with the guidelines that the students must be
responsible, work hard and be dedicated to the task at hand. The tutors take their job very

seriously. You wil|l often hear the tutors say t
tomorrow and work on his | owercase |l etters, C e
am going to get him to order them for me . 0 B ¢
tutoring program greatly benefit not only from the academic practice but by developing
relationships with good role models.
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Who stole the cookie from the cookie jar? : ~ , :
Chad stole the cookie from the cookie jar. - ’ :
Who, me? Yes, you! Coul : No The
£2
Ms. McDowds kindergarten cl ogr




Teachers from 56 schools in
surrounding counties gathered
at Oxford Middle School for two
weeks this summer to receive
high quality professional
development training in
mathematics, science and
technology as part of the

statewide AMSTI program. The
stories of the scope and successf:
of AMSTI traveled all the way to | 4
Germany, so four German
educators came to Oxford to
see the program firsthand. J‘er-,m,
Professor Dr. Petra Skiebe ‘
Corrette, Dr. Dieter Mueller, Dr.
Thorsten Grospietsch and Ms.
. T 5 Christa Kuhle wanted to see
how such a large program could operate efficiently, then take those lessons back to Berlln and apply
them to German students. Steve Ricks, Director of AMSTI at the Alabama Department of Education,
said it was flattering that educators from another country would come to learn from an Alabama

progr am. AThey hi't on Al abama as a model to flol |

Al abama identi fied as t he best of t he best -0
experiments designed to teach students about math and science. Oxford City Schools are identified as
AMSTI schools...we applaud the teachers for their efforts in providing high quality instruction to the
students in math, science, and technology. You are the BEST of the BEST!

Coldwater Elementary School third grade students recently completed a language arts unit that
discussed the importance of saving money. The concept of saving money and accumulating large
sums of money is difficult for young children to understand. To help students grasp these difficult

skills, a community banker from Noble Bank and Trust, John Rogers, spoke about the importance
of saving money and how money generates interest in a savings account. The students viewed
different denominations of bills, money wraps and coin holders. Mr. Rogers discussed how tellers

count large sums of money and even showed them how banks
determine if a bill is counterfeit. The students were excited to

ask Mr. Rogers questions about his profession. Tyler asked,
Awhat made you decide to workl in the bank?06 1
can | work in a bank when | grow up?0 Mr. R
the importance of staying in school and maintaining excellent
grades. He also stressed the value of a higher education. The
students enjoyed meeting with Mr. Rogers and were overheard
|l eaving the assembly statingl AThat was awe
knew that | could have a mill]lion doll ars if I
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